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1. Introduction

Mashhour et al. [1] used preopen sets to define P;-paracompact and P,-paracompact
spaces. In [2], Ganster and Reilly studied more properties of such spaces and they proved
that these two notions coincide for the class of T;-spaces.

In Section 2 of the present work, we introduce the notion of p-locally finite collec-
tions and study their properties which are used in Section 3 to define the class of Ps-
paracompact spaces. We study these notions in the spaces (X, T), (X,T%), (X,T?), and
(X, T;). Finally, in Section 4, we deal with subspaces, sum, product, images, and the in-
verse images of P3-paracompact spaces.

Throughout this work a space will always mean a topological space on which no sep-
aration axiom is assumed unless explicitly stated. Let (X, T) be a space and let A be a
subset of X. The closure of A, the interior of A, and the relative topology on A in (X, T)
will be denoted by cl(A), int(A), and T4, respectively. A is called a preopen subset (see
[3]) of (X, T) if A < int(cl(A)). The complement of a preopen set is called a preclosed
set. The preclosure of A, denoted by pcl(A), is the smallest preclosed set that contains A.
A is called regular open (resp., regular closed, semiopen [4], a-set [5]) if A = int(cl(A))
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(resp., A = cl(int(A)), A < cl(int(A)), A < int(cl(int(A)))). The family of all subsets of a
space (X, T)) which are preopen (resp., preclosed, regular open, regular closed, semiopen)
is denoted by PO(X, T) (resp., PC(X,T), RO(X,T), RC(X,T), SO(X,T)). It is known
that for a space (X, T) the collection RO(X, T) is a base for a topology T on X such that
T, = T < PO(X,T) = PO(X,T,) and that the collection of all a-sets of (X,T) forms a
topology on X, denoted by T, finer than T and PO(X, T) = PO(X, T*).

A space (X, T) is called submaximal [6] if every dense subset of (X, T) is open. It is
known that (X, T) is submaximal if and only if T = PO(X,T). In [7], Al-Nashef intro-
duced the notion of quasi-submaximal spaces where a space (X, T) is quasi-submaximal
if cI(D) — D is nowhere dense subset for each dense subset D of (X, T'). This is equivalent
to saying that int(D) is dense for each dense subset D of (X, T') (see [7, Proposition 3.3]).
Several characterizations of quasi-submaximal spaces are obtained by Ganster [8, Theo-
rems 3.2 and 4.1] and others; see [9, 10]. A space (X, T) is called locally indiscrete [11] if
every open subset of X is closed.

For a nonempty set X, Tindisc. and Tgqis. will denote, respectively, the indiscrete and the
discrete topologies on X.

The following lemmas will be used in the sequel.

Lemma 1.1 (see [11]). For a space (X, T), the following items are equivalent:
(a) (X, T) is locally indiscrete;
(b) every subset of X is preopen;
(c) every singleton in X is preopen;
(d) every closed subset of X is preopen;

LemMA 1.2 (see [10]). Let A and B be subsets of a space (X, T).
(a) IfA € PO(X,T) and B € SO(X,T), then An B € PO(B, Tg).
(b) IfA € PO(B, Tg) and B € PO(X, T), then A € PO(X, T).

LemMa 1.3 (see [11]). Let A and B be subsets of a space (X, T). IfA € PO(X,T) andB e T,
then AN B € PO(X,T).

2. p-locally finite collections

A collection F = {F, : « € I} of subsets of a space (X, T) is called locally finite (resp.,
strongly locally finite [12]) if for each x € X, there exists U, € T (resp., Uy € RO(X,T))
containing x and Uy intersects at most finitely many members of &.

Definition 2.1. A collection P = {P, : « € I} of subsets of a space (X, T) is called p-locally
finite if for each x € X, there exists a preopen set W, in (X,T) containing x and W,
intersects at most finitely many members of %.

It follows from the definition and Lemma 1.1, if (X, T) is locally indiscrete, then the
collection P = {{x} : x € X} is p-locally finite.
The following implications follow directly from the definitions:
Strongly locally finite=locally finite= p-locally finite.
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Application 2.2. Let X be an infinite set and p € X.
(a) The space (X, Tindisc.) is locally indiscrete and so P = {{x} : x € X} is a p-locally
finite collection of preopen subsets but not locally finite.
(b) The space (X, T)where T = {J,X,{p}} is quasi-submaximal and the collection
P = {{x} :x € X} is p-locally finite but not locally finite.

Note that if (X, T) is a submaximal space, then every p-locally finite collection of
(X, T) is locally finite. However, the converse does not hold in general. Let X = {a,b,c}
with the topology T = {J,X, {a,b}}. It is clear that (X, T) satisfies the above property
while (X, T') is not submaximal.

Question 2.3. What is the property P on a space (X, T) such that (X, T') satisfies P if and
only if every p-locally finite collection in (X, T') is locally finite?

THEOREM 2.4. Let P = {P,: a € I} be a collection of semiopen subsets of a space (X,T).
Then P is p-locally finite if and only if it is strongly locally finite.

Proof. We need to prove the necessity part only. Let x € X and let W, be a preopen subset
of (X, T) such that x € W, and W, intersects at most finitely many members of P, say
Pa1,Pays. .. s Py, . Put Ry = int(cl(Wy)). Then R, € RO(X, T) and x € R,. We show for every
acl—{a,0,...,0,}, Po N Ry = &. For each « € I, choose U, € T such that U, € P, <
c(Uy,). Now, if P, N R, # &, then cl(U,) N R, # @ and so U, Nint(cl(Wy)) # @ which
implies that @ # U, N Wy € P, N W,. Thus, & € I — {a1,®,...,a,} and the result follows.

(]

CoROLLARY 2.5. Every p-locally finite collection of open sets («a-sets, regular closed sets) is
locally finite.

CoROLLARY 2.6. (1) A space (X,T) is paracompact (resp., nearly paracompact [13], rc-
paracompact [14], S-paracompact [15]) if and only if every open (resp., regular open, regular
closed, open) cover WU of X has a p-locally finite open (resp., open, regular closed, semiopen)
refinement.

(2) A space (X, T) is expandable if and only if for every locally finite collection F = {F,:
o € I} of subsets of X there exists a p-locally finite collection P = {Py : « € I} of open subsets
of X such that F, < P, for each « € I.

THEOREM 2.7. Let P = {Py: a € I} be a collection of subsets of a space (X, T). Then
(a) P is p-locally finite if and only if {pcl(Py) : a € I} is p-locally finite;
(b) if P is p-locally finite, then Uye; pcl(Pe) = pcl(Uger Pa);
(¢) P is locally finite if and only if the collection {pcl(Py) : a € I} is locally finite.
The easy proof is left to the reader.

CoroLLARY 2.8. Every p-locally finite collection P = {P, : « € I} of preopen subsets of a
quasi-submaximal space (X, T) is locally finite.

Proof. By Theorem 2.7, the collection {pcl(P,) : & € I} is p-locally finite. Since (X, T) is
quasi-submaximal, pcl(Py) = cl(Py) for every a € I. The result now follows from
Corollary 2.5 and the fact that cl(P) € RC(X, T')whenever P € PO(X, T).
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Recall that a function f : (X, T) — (Y, M) is called
(a) preirresolute [16] if and only if f~1(A) € PO(X, T) for each A € PO(Y,M);
(b) strongly preclosed [17] if f(A) € PC(Y,M) for each A € PC(X, T).
It is not difficult to see that a function f :(X,T) — (Y,M) is strongly preclosed if
and only if for every y € Y and every P € PO(X, T) which contains f~!(y), there is a
V € PO(Y,M) such that y € V and f~1(V) < P. O

Tueorem 2.9. Let f : (X, T) — (Y, M) be a preirresolute function. If # = {Py:a €1} isa
p-locally finite collection in (Y, M), then { f "1(P,) : « € I} is a p-locally finite collection in
(X, 7).

The proof is obvious.
Recall that a subset A of a space (X, T) is called strongly compact relative to (X, T) (see
[1]) if every cover of A by preopen sets of X has a finite subcover.

THEOREM 2.10. Let f : (X,T) — (Y, M) be a strongly preclosed function such that f~'(y)
is strongly compact relative to (X, T) forevery y € Y. If P = {P, : a« € I} is a p-locally finite
collection of subsets of (X, T), then f(P) = {f(Py): « € I} is a p-locally finite collection in
(Y,M).

Proof. Let y € Y. For each x € f~1(y) choose P, € PO(X,T) such that x € P, and P,
intersects at most finitely many members of %. The collection {P,:x € f~1(y)} is a pre-
open cover of f7!(y) and so there exists a finite number of points xi,...,x, of f~1(y)
such that f~!(y) = U, Py, = P. Since f is strongly preclosed, there is a V € PO(Y,M)
such that y € V and f~!(V) < P. Therefore, V intersects at most finitely many members
of f(%?) and thus f (%) is p-locally finite in (Y, M). O

3. P;-paracompact spaces

Recall that a space (X, T) is called P;-paracompact [1] if every preopen cover of X has a
locally finite open refinement and it is called P,-paracompact [1] if every preopen cover
of X has a locally finite preopen refinement.

Definition 3.1. A space (X, T) is called Ps-paracompact if every open cover of X has a
p-locally finite preopen refinement.

The following diagram follows immediately from the definitions in which none of the
these implications is reversible:

Py -paracompact —— paracompact —— P3-paracompact (3.1)

|

P,-paracompact

Application 3.2. Let N be the set of all positive integers and let N~ be the set of all negative
integers. Let X = N|JN~ with the topology T'= {U =€ X: N c U} U{@}. Then (X, T) is
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not paracompact since the collection {N|J{x} : x € N~} is an open cover of X which
admits no locally finite open refinement. On the other hand, (X, T) is Ps-paracompact
since PO(X,T) ={Ac X:ANN # @} and so the collection {{x}:x € N}U{{x,—x}:
x € N~} is a p-locally finite preopen cover of X.

ProrositioN 3.3. Let (X, T) be a quasi-submaximal space. Then (X, T) is paracompact if
and only if it is Ps-paracompact.

The proof follows from Corollary 2.8 and the fact that a space (X, T) is paracompact if
and only if every open cover of X has a locally finite preopen refinement [1].

Example 3.2 shows that the condition (X, T') is quasi-submaximal in the above propo-
sition is essential.

Recall that a space (X, T) is called countably P-compact [18], if every countable pre-
open cover of (X, T) has a finite subcover. It is clear that every p-locally finite collection
of countably P-compact space is finite (see [19, proof of Theorem 3.10.3]).

ProrositioN 3.4. Let (X,T) be a countably P-compact space. Then (X,T) is Ps-para-
compact if and only if it is compact.

A space (X, T) is called p-regular [20] if for each closed set F and each point x & F, there
exist disjoint preopen sets U and V such that x € U and F < V. Note that a space (X, T) is
p-regular if and only if for each U € T and for each x € U, there exists P € PO(X, T) such
that x € P < pcl(P) = U.

It is clear that every regular space is p-regular. However, the converse is not true in general
as the following example shows.

Application 3.5. Let X be an infinite setand fix p € X. ThenT={Uc X:pe Uand X -
U is finite J{D} is a topology on Xsuch that PO(X,T) = {Sc X : p € SorSis
infinite} J{D} (see [21, Example 1, page 118]). Note that for every open set U € T con-
taining p, cl(U) = X and so (X, T') is neither quasi-submaximal nor regular. On the other
hand, for every x € X, the set {p,x} is both preopen and preclosed and hence (X, T) is
p-regular

PRrROPOSITION 3.6. Every p-regular quasi-submaximal space is regular.

Proof. Let (X, T) be a p-regular quasi-submaximal space. Let U € T and x € U. Since
(X, T) is p-regular, there exists V € PO(X, T) such thatx € V < pcl(V) c U. Since (X, T)
is quasi-submaximal and V € PO(X,T), cl(V) = pcl(V). Therefore, x € int(cl(V)) <
c(int(cl(V))) = cl(V) = pcl(V) € U and hence (X, T) is regular. a

ProrosiTiON 3.7. Every P3-paracompact T>-space (X, T) is p-regular.

Proof. Let A be a closed subset of (X,T) and let x & A. For each y € A, choose an open
set Uysuch that y € Uy and x & cl(U, ). Therefore, the family U = {U, : y € A}U{X - A}
is an open cover of (X, T) and so it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement J€. Put V =
U{He#:HnA+# D}. Then V is a preopen set containing A and pcl(V) = U{pc(H):
H e ¥ and HN A + @} (see Theorem 2.7(b)). Therefore, U = X — pcl(V) is a preopen
set containing x such that Un V = &@. Thus (X, T) is p-regular. O
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THEOREM 3.8. Let (X, T) be a regular space. Then (X, T) is Ps-paracompact if and only if
every open cover W of X has a p-locally finite preclosed refinement V' (thatis V € PC(X,T)
forevery Ve V).

Proof. To prove necessity, let U be an open cover of X. For each x € X we choose a mem-
ber U, € U and, by the regularity of (X,T), an open subset Vy € T such that x € V,, ©
c(Vy) € Uy. Therefore, V' = {V, : x € X} is an open cover of X and so by assumption,
it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement, say W' = {Wp : § € B}. Now, consider the
collection pcl(W') = {pcl(Wp) : B € B}. It is easy to see that pcl(‘W') is a p-locally finite
collection (Theorem 2.7(a)) of preclosed subsets of (X,T) such that for every € B,
pc(Wp) < pcd(Vy) < cd(Vy) € Uy for some U, € °U, that is, pcl(W') is a refinement of
a.

To prove sufficiency, let U be an open cover of X and let V" be a p-locally finite pre-
closed refinement of AU. For each x € X, choose W, € PO(X,T) such that x € W, and
W, intersect at most finitely many members of V. Let ¥ be a preclosed p-locally finite
refinement of W = {W,:x € X}.Foreach VeV ,letV =X-{He#H:HnNnV = }.
Then {V':V € ¥} is a preopen cover of X. Finally, for each V €V, choose Uy € U
such that V < Uy.Therefore, the collection {Uy N V' : V € ¥} is a locally finite preopen
(Lemma 1.3) refinement of U and thus (X, T') is P3-paracompact.

Observe that to prove the sufficiency part of Theorem 3.8, there is no need for the
space (X, T) to be regular. However, the condition (X, T') that is regular in the necessity
part cannot be replaced by p-regular as Example 3.5 shows.

Recall that a subset A of a space (X, T) is called a y-set [22] if An P € PO(X,T) for
each P € PO(X,T). It is well known that the collection of all y-sets in a space (X, T),
denoted by T7, is a topology on X satisfying T < T* < TY < PO(X,T?) < PO(X, T%) =
PO(X,T).

Ganster [8, Theorems 3.2 and 4.1] shows that if (X, T') is quasi-submaximal, then T% =
PO(X,T). |

ProrosiTioN 3.9. Let (X, T) be a space.
(1) If (X, T) is Py-paracompact, then (X, T%) is P,-paracompact.
(2) (X, T) is P,-paracompact if and only if (X, T*) is P,-paracompact.
(3) If (X, T*) is Ps-paracompact, then (X, T) is Ps-paracompact.

Proof. The proofs of (1) and (3) are clear. To prove (2), we need to prove the sufficiency
part only. Let U be a preopen cover of (X, T). Since PO(X,T*) = PO(X,T), U is a pre-
open cover of the P,-paracompact space (X,T%) and so it has a locally finite preopen
refinement V" in (X, T%). As in the proof of [15, Theorem 2.10], V" is locally finite in
(X, T). Therefore, V" is a locally finite preopen refinement of U in (X, T) and thus (X, T)
is Py-paracompact.

The following examples show that the converses of part (1) and part (3) of Proposition
3.9 are not true in general. ]

Application 3.10. (a) Let (X, T) be as in Example 2.2(b). Then (X, T) is P3-paracompact
but (X, T%) is not since T* = PO(X,T) = PO(X,T%) = {@}U{U = X : p € U} and the
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collection {{p,x} : x € X} is an open (preopen) cover of (X, T*) which admits no locally
finite preopen refinement in (X, T%).

(b) Let X = {a,b,c} with the topology T = {&,X,{a}}. Then T* = PO(X,T) =
PO(X,T*) = {2,X,{a},{a,b},{a,c}} and so (X, T*) is P;-paracompact but (X, T) is not.

Proposition 3.11. Let (X, T) be a space. Then
(1) if (X, T) is Py-paracompact, then (X, T?) is Py-paracompact;
(2) if (X, T) is Py-paracompact, then (X, T?) is Py-paracompact;
(3) if (X, T7) is P3-paracompact, then (X, T) is Ps-paracompact.

Proof. The proofs of (1) and (3) are clear. For (2), let U be a preopen cover of (X, T?).
Since PO(X,T?) < PO(X,T), U is a preopen cover of the P,-paracompact space (X, T)
and so it has a locally finite preopen refinement ¥ in (X, T). Now, for every V € V,
choose Uy € U such that V < Uy. Then, by Lemma 1.3, the collection {int(cl(V) N Uy :
V €V} is a locally finite preopen refinement of U in (X, T7).

The converse of each part of Proposition 3.11 is not true in general. For (1), see
Example 3.10(a) and for (2), see Example 2.2(a). Finally, for (3), we consider the space
(X, T) given in Example 3.10(a). Then (X, T) is a quasi-submaximal semi-Tp space (see
[2]) and so T* = T? = PO(X,T) = PO(X, T?) (see [21, page 117]). Therefore, (X, T) is
Ps-paracompact but (X, T?) is not. O

ProrosritioN 3.12. Let (X, T) be a space. Then
(1) if (X, Ts) is Py-paracompact, then (X, T) is Py-paracompact;
(2) if (X, Ts) is P,-paracompact, then (X, T) is Py-paracompact;
(3) if (X, T) is Ps-paracompact, then (X, Ts) is Ps-paracompact.

Proof. The proofs of (1) and (3) are clear. The proof of (2) is similar to the proof of
Proposition 3.11(2).

To see that the converse of (1) is not true in general, we consider the space (X, T),
where X = {a,b} and T = {@,X,{a}}. Then T = PO(X,T) and so (X,T) is P;-para-
compact while (X, T) is not since Ts = Tindisc.-

To see that the converse of (3) is not true in general, we consider the following example.

O

Application 3.13. Let X be an infinite set and let p € X with the topology T = {U < X :
p € UyU{@}. Then T = Tindiscand so (X, Ts) is Ps-paracompact. However, the space
(X, T) is not since the collection {{p,x} : x € X} is an open (preopen) cover of (X,T)
which admits no p-locally finite preopen refinement in (X, T).

4. Operations

Definition 4.1. A subset A of a space (X, T) is called Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T) if
every cover of A by open subsets of (X, T) has a p-locally finite preopen refinement in
(X, T).

Recall that a subset A of a space (X, T) is called g-closed [23] (resp., pg-closed [24])
if cl(A) € U (resp., pcl(A) < U), whenever A < U and U € T (resp., U € PO(X,T)) and
it is called 6-open [25] (resp., pre-8-open [10]) if for every x € A, there exists U € T
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(resp., U € PO(X,T)) such that x € U < cl(U) € A (resp., x € U < pcl(U) < A). The
complement of a 8-open (resp., pre-0-open) set is called 6 -closed (resp., pre-9-closed).

It is clear that every 8-open is pre-8-open. However, the converse is not true in general.
Since in (X, Tindisc.)> every subset of (X, Tindisc.) is pre-8-open .

Lemma 4.2. Let A be a subset of a quasi-submaximal space (X, T). Then A is pre-0-open if
and only if it is 6-open.

Proof. We need to prove the necessity part only. Let x € A. Choose U € PO(X, T) such
that x € U < pcl(U) < A. Since (X, T) is quasi-submaximal pcl(U) = cl(U) and cl(U) €
RC(X, T). Therefore, x € int(cl(U)) < cl(int(cl(U))) = cl(U) = pcl(U) < A and thus A is
f-open. O

THEOREM 4.3. Let A be a Ps-paracompact relative subset of a Ty-space (X,T). Then A is
pre-0-closed.

Proof. Let x ¢ A. For each y € A, there exists U, € T such that y € U, and x & cl(U,)).
Therefore, the family U = {U, : y € A} is an open cover of A in (X, T). Since A is P3-
paracompact relative to (X, T), U has a p-locally finite preopen refinement in (X, T), say
V. Put W=U{V:VeV}and W =X — pcl(W). Then W' € PO(X, T) and since T <
PO(X,T), x € W'. Moreover, by Theorem 2.7(b), pd(W') N A = &, that is, x € W' <
pc(W') € X — A . This shows that X — A is pre-0-open and hence A is pre-6-closed. [

THEOREM 4.4. Let A be a g-closed subset of a Ps-paracompact space (X, T). Then A is Ps-
paracompact relative to (X, T).

Proof. Let U = {U,: a € I} be a cover of A by open subsets of (X, T). Since A = J{Uy, :
a €I} and A is g-closed, cl(A) € U{Uy, : a € I'}. For each x ¢ cl(A), there exists an open
set W, of (X, T) such that An W, = &. Now, put W = {Uy:a € I} U{W,:x & cl(A)}.
Then U is an open cover of the P3-paracompact space (X, T). Let 9 = {Hp : f € B} be
a p-locally finite preopen refinement of U’ and put o, = {Hp : Hs < Uy(p), B € B and
a(f8) € I't. Then Hq, is a p-locally finite preopen refinement of U. Therefore, A is Ps-
paracompact relative to (X, T). O

CoRroLLARY 4.5. Let (X, T) be a quasi-submaximal P3-paracompact T,-space and A any
subset of X. Then, the following items are equivalent:

(a) A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T);

(b) A is pre-0-closed;

(c) A is O-closed;

(d) A is closed;

(e) A is g-closed.

At this point it is important to give an example of a quasi-submaximal T,-space which is

not submaximal.

Application 4.6. Let X = R be the set of all real numbers and let D be a subset of X such
that D and X — D are dense in (R, T,). Let T* be the topology generated by T, and the
collection B = {{x} : x € D} (see [26, Example 71]). Then (X,T*) is a Ts-space. Note
that if H is dense in (X, T*), then D < H and thus (X, T*) is quasi-submaximal. On the
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other hand, D* = DJ{x}, x ¢ D is a nonopen dense subset of (X,T*) and therefore
(X, T*) is not submaximal.

THEOREM 4.7. Let A be a regular closed subset of a Ps-paracompact space (X, T). Then
(A, Ty) is P3-paracompact.

Proof. LetV = {V,:a €I} beanopen cover of A in (A, Tx). For each a € I, choose U, €
T such that V,, = A N U,. Then the collection W = {U, : a € I} | J{X — A} is an open cover
of the Ps;-paracompact space (X, T) and so it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement,
say W = {Wp: B €J}. Then, by Lemma 1.2(a) and the fact that RC(X, T) < SO(X, T),
the collection {A N Wy : B €]} is a p-locally finite preopen refinement of V" in (A, Ta).
This completes the proof. O

THEOREM 4.8. Let A and B be subsets of a space (X, T) such that A < B.
(a) If B€ PO(X,T) and A is Ps-paracompact relative to (B, Tg), then A is P3-para-
compact relative to (X, T).
(b) If B € SO(X,T) and A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T), then A is Ps-para-
compact relative to (B, Tg).

Proof. (a) Let U = {U, : « € I} be an open cover of A in (X, T). Then the collection
Up ={BN Uy, :acI}isanopen cover of A in (B, Tg). Since A is P3-paracompact relative
to (B, Tg), Up has a p-locally finite preopen refinement Vg in (B, Tg). By Lemma 1.2(b),
the collection ¥ is a p-locally finite preopen refinement of in (X, T). Therefore, A is
Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T).

(b) Let V' = {V,: @ € I'} be an open cover of A in (B, Tg). For every a € I, choose
U, € T such that V, = BN U,. Therefore, the collection U = {U, : @« € I} is an open
cover of A in (X, T) and so it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement of U in (X, T),
say . Then, by Lemma 1.2(a), the collection #p = {PN B: P € P} is a p-locally finite
preopen refinement of U in (B, T;). O

COROLLARY 4.9. Let A a subset of a space (X, T).
(a) If A € PO(X,T) and the subspace (A, Ta) is Ps-paracompact, then A is Ps-para-
compact relative to (X, T).
(b) If A € SO(X,T) and A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T), then the subspace
(A, Ta) is P3-paracompact.
(c) If A € T, then A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T) if and only if the subspace
(A, Ty) is P3-paracompact.

In Example 3.2, if we put A = N~ J{1}. Then A ¢ SO(X,T) and Tx = {BU{1}:B <
N~}U{@}. Since the collection {{1}U{{n,—n}:n e N} is a p-locally finite preopen
cover of A in (X, T), A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T). On the other hand, for ev-
eryn €N, {1,-n} € Ty and {—n} & PO(A,T4) and so the subspace (A,T4) is not Ps3-
paracompact. Therefore, in Corollary 4.9(a), the condition A that is semiopen cannot be
dropped.

To see that the condition A is preopen in Corollary 4.9(a) is essential, we consider the
space (X, T) given in Example 3.13. Now, put A = X — {p}. Then A ¢ PO(X,T) and Ty =
Tdisc.- Therefore, (A, Ty4) is P3-paracompact. However, A is not Ps-paracompact relative
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to (X, T') since the collection {{a, p} : a € A} is an open cover of A in (X, T') which admits
no p-locally finite preopen refinement in (X, T').

ProrosiTION 4.10. Let A be a pg-closed subset of a space (X, T) and let B be any subset of
X. If A is Ps-paracompact relative to (X, T) and A < B < pcl(A), then B is Ps-paracompact
relative to (X, T).

The easy proof is left to the reader.

Recall that a function f : (X, T) — (Y, M) is called M-preopen [1] if f(A) € PO(Y,M)
for each A € PO(X,T).

It is clear that every continuous open function is preirresolute and M-preopen (see
[19, Exercise 1.4.C]).

TaEoREM 4.11. Let f: (X, T) — (Y, M) be a continuous, open, and strongly preclosed sur-
jective function such that f~'(y) is strongly compact relative to (X,T) for every y € Y. If
(X, T) is P3-paracompact, then so is (Y, M).

Proof. Let V' = {V4:a € I} be an open cover of (Y,M). Since f is continuous, the col-
lection U = f~1(V) = {f~1(V,) : « € I} is an open cover of the P3-paracompact (X, T)
space and so it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement, say %. Since f is continuous and
open, then f is M-preopen and so by Theorem 2.10, the collection f(%) is a p-locally fi-
nite preopen refinement of . The result now follows. O

TaEOREM 4.12. Let f: (X,T) — (Y, M) be a closed preirresolute surjective function such
that f~(y) is compact in (X, T) for every y € Y. If (Y,M) is Ps-paracompact, then so is
(X,T).

Proof. Let W = {U, : a € I'} be an open cover of space (X, T). For each y € Y, AU is an
open cover of the compact subspace f~!(y) and so there exists a finite subset I(y) of I
such that f~1(y) Uael(y) Uy = Uy and U, is open in (X, T). As f is a closed function,
for each y € Y we find an open subset V, of Y such that y € V), and f~'(y) € U,. Then
the collection V" = {V, : y € Y} is an open cover of the Ps3-paracompact space (Y, M)
and so it has a p-locally finite preopen refinement, say W' = {Wp : § € B}. Since f is
preirresolute, the family f~!(W') = {f~!(Wp) : B € B} is a preopen p-locally finite cover
of (X, T) such that for each p € B, f~1(Wpg) = U, for some y € Y. Finally, the collection
{f~1(Wp) N Uyw) : fp € B, a(x) € I(y)} is a p-locally finite preopen refinement of .
Therefore, (X, T) is P3-paracompact. O

CoRrOLLARY 4.13. The product space of a compact space and a Ps-paracompact space is
Ps-paracompact.

THEOREM 4.14. The topological sum @4e1Xy is Ps-paracompact if and only if the space
(Xa» To) is P3-paracompact, for each o € I.

Proof. Necessity follows from Theorem 4.7, since (X,, Ty) is a regular closed subspace of
the space ®qc1Xq, for each a € I. To prove sufficiency, let U be an open cover of ®qe;X,.
For each a € I the family U, = {U N X, : U € U} is an open cover of the P3-paracompact
space (Xg, Ty). Therefore, U, has a p-locally finite preopen refinement V' in (Xq, Ty)-
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Put V' = Upae; V. It is clear that V" is a p-locally finite refinement of U such that V €
PO(X,T) for every V € ¥ (Lemma 1.2(b)). Thus @4e/X, is P3-paracompact. O
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