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The study opens with a warm presentation of the charming personality of
professor Paul Erdds, appearing as a permanent presence whose passing away
can be neither understood nor accepted. There follows a presentation of the
main domains of interest and most dear concerns of the reputed mathematician:
Ramsey theory, extremal combinatorics, the combinatory theory of assemblies,
combinatoric geometry and the combinatoric theory of numbers. Also, mention
is being made of the extremal theory of graphs, drawn by Erdos from an idea of
his friend, the mathematician Paul Turan — according to whom the number of
possible arrivals a graph may have, without containing a complete subgraph,
may be derived. The theorem of Erdds-Simonovits, the theorem of Erdos-
Stone are briefly presented, followed by a discussion of the “regularity lemma”
of Endre Szemeredi.
At the end, the author of the obituary tries again to bring us the man Erdss,
good-humoured, sensible and all-understanding, but, above all — a free mind.
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